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My father, said that the stars and medals he received were not his

alone, but represented the blood and tears of the countless brave souls

who served alongside him.

In memory of my father, I dedicate this book to him and all those who

stood by his side with my heartfelt gratitude.

July 2023
Paik Namhi

Eldest daughter of General Paik Sun-yup
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Publisher

At The Dabudong War Memorial Museum

July 2023
Paik Namhi(General Paik Sun-yup
Eldest daughter)

It's been three years since the passing of my father, General Paik Sun Yup. I
suppose time goes by in spite of the pain. But the feeling of loss still lingers.

In the months following my father’s passing, whenever I longed for him, I turned
to cataloguing the 47 medals he left behind. I took photos, researched the medals’
names and relevant records, and learned the meaning of every single one, all to
understand why my father considered them his most treasured keepsakes. I came
to realize that the medals embodied the numerous sacrifices and sufferings, the
courage and achievements of so many heroes who overcame the fear of death to
protect their homeland during the Korean War. The medals also represented the
patriotism of the Korean people, who stood fast to safeguard liberal democracy
against the clutches of the communist aggressors.

This collective valor brought great honor to the Korean military and global
attention to the nation it defended. Accordingly, I want my father’s medals to be
seen not as mere awards presented to a four-star general, but instead as symbols of
national pride, the comrades who fought alongside him, and all the people of the
Republic of Korea.

To that end, I gradually put together a booklet on my father’s medals. But the thought
of making this booklet into a book never crossed my mind until I had a conversation
with Governor Lee Chul Woo of North Gyeongsang Province. After reading my
humble work; he offered to help publish it as a full-length book. On hearing his kind
offer, I felt an immense sense of joy and gratitude. But while preparing this book for
publication, I must admit that I felt overwhelmed in every way.

That province’s county of Chilgok held special meaning for my father. I am
reminded of this inseverable connection every time I attend the memorial

ceremony for him at Dabudong in Chilgok. My father led the South Korean forces
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at Dabudong, the site of the Korean War’s fiercest battle. It saw the conflict’s
highest casualties, but also became the decisive victory that changed the tide of
the war and rescued the Republic of Korea from the brink of annihilation. Even
decades later, the tremendous cost of victory caused my father to recall the agony
of watching his men fall under enemy fire. He said it felt as if the sky had collapsed
and his own flesh was being torn apart.

This suffering was felt not only by the soldiers, but by the local civilians, too. Many
of them carried ammunition, food, water, and other supplies through enemy fire
to the Korean and allied forces. Because my father knew that these civilian efforts
made victory possible, he always felt deep gratitude for the commitment and
sacrifice of the people of Chilgok County.

In his honor, I wish to send my own gratitude to County Executive Kim Jae Wook
and the people of Chilgok County.

Before he passed away, my father worried about the future. He urged me to take
good care of his medals, especially the 36 he cherished most of all-the ones that
were awarded to him for his participation and leadership in the Korean War.

Father told me: “These medals and promotions were not presented for my own
personal achievements. They were dedicated to all those who sacrificed everything
they had for liberty; to the ROK and US servicemembers who yielded their youth
to a greater cause; to every individual who gave their life under the UN flag; and to
the civilians who withstood the war’s tribulations and waited patiently with the sole
belief that justice would emerge victorious. It is on their behalf that I became the
first four-star general in Korean history.”

These remarks personified my father’s lifelong character. When he was a child-

COLLECTION OF GENERAL PAIK'S MEDALS 07
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due to the early death of his father, the poverty of the land, and the Japanese
occupation-he was fatherless, homeless, and country-less. And yet, despite all odds,
he overcame the pain and hardships of his upbringing and always treated people
with a warm heart.

For example, before the Korean War, 12 military officers were accused of belonging
to a communist cell and were sentenced to death. However, my father advocated
for anyone who renounced communism to receive a pardon. He did this not
because he was sympathetic to communism but because he believed in forgiveness
and second chances. In the end, he was able to pardon one of the accused. That
officer was named Park Chung Hee, and he would go on to become the third
president of the Republic of Korea.

During the suppression of Red guerrillas, my father also showed mercy to the
guerrillas and North Korean partisans hiding deep in the mountains. He dropped
pamphlets from airplanes and guaranteed the safety of anyone who came out of
the mountains holding one. Later, my father maintained his loving compassion by
establishing the PaikSun Orphanage for war orphans.

His magnanimity shone through again during the Second Battle of Seoul, where
he pardoned military deserters hiding in the city who were willing to bolster his
ranks. This was done even against the advice of his staff. And visiting battlegrounds
throughout the War, he felt brotherly love when he held the hands of wounded
soldiers and shared one of his Hwarang cigarettes.

These virtues were my father’s hallmarks, and I feel grateful that I could experience
them myself. He was a busy man but he enjoyed spending time with me, trying his
best to take me to as many places and events as possible.

A long time ago, while at an event for the Korean War Memorial, an old soldier told
me that my father fought the Korean War without any sleep. He further explained

that my father’s cot inside the commander’s tent was always empty, and that when
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soldiers looked for him, they always found his silhouette illuminated by the lamps
inside the radio communications tent as he sat on a chair beside the signalmen.
Following his example, the soldiers pushed on to fulfill their missions, refusing to
give in to exhaustion. Upon hearing this legend-like tale, I asked my father about its
truth. He told me that, yes, he did spend more time in the radio communications
tent than at the commander’s office. Since even one second could have determined
the difference between life or death on the battlefield, he stayed put in the radio
communications cell to reduce the traveling time for the signal operators between
that cell and the commander’s office.

One day, when I was a child, my father sat me on his lap and promised me one
thing: “T have nothing to hand down to you, but it is my wish that whenever you find
yourself in distress, you may mention my name and people will rush to your side.” It
took me years to learn finally the true meaning of those words. It was not self-praise
to his 6-year-old daughter. Instead, it was a promise, a resolution, that he would
continue living up to his reputation, and that his name would remain honorable to
his daughter, his people, and his country. He always bore in mind that he had lived
with integrity and dignity, and that he must continue to do so for the rest of his life.

In accordance with these values, my father never took for granted the honor of
becoming the Republic of Korea’s first 4-star general, or forgot the historic obligations
that came with it. If he were to do something undignified, he felt he would lose face
to the heroes who died for their homeland, wronging countless soldiers.

As a result, my father never spoke or coveted out of self-indulgence, and never let
himself be corrupted by power or political influence. Instead, he committed himself
to stay unaffected by politics and remain a true soldier.

Even after he retired from public service, in the later days of his life, his stance
remained the same. He stood his ground even as large foreign corporations
attempted to lobby him. He maintained his belief that if he were swayed by
monetary gains, the collective honor derived from the sacrifice of numerous

d o Mg,

COLLECTION OF GENERAL PAIK'S MEDALS 09



10

servicemen on the battlefield would be compromised.

He had renounced all self-interest to commit his life to the army and the Republic
of Korea. But he never thought of this commitment as a sacrifice or a burden;
instead, he considered it his duty to the military, his people, and his nation. In short,

it was an act of patriotism.

In the autumn of 2019, my father was diagnosed with cancer. Due to this illness, he
realized that his 99th birthday would be his last. Thus, he planned not to attend any
events, and instead spent the day at Seoul National Cemetery, where his brothers
in arms and the unknown soldiers lay. He told me that, despite him outliving these
brothers who had passed before him, he wished to be buried at the battlegrounds
where he had fought tooth and nail to defend his people. He gave me hand-drawn
maps of the battlegrounds where he had spilt blood with his men and asked me
to collect the earth from these eight locations. They were: Munsan-eup Papyeong
Mountain, Paju Bongilcheon, Han River Ferry, Dabudong Bowling Alley, Anseong
Ipjang Elementary School, Jumunjin Beach, Jirisan Namwon Elementary School,
and Hwacheon Sotogomi. So, as he wished, the soil that had mixed with the blood
of his brothers was interred with him at his funeral.

I can still vividly recall my father’s last words on his deathbed: “If T am buried at
Daejeon National Cemetery, please have my body pay a visit to the burial places
of my brothers in arms at the Seoul National Cemetery, so I can pay my last
respects. Also, go visit Camp Humphreys, to reaffirm the solidarity of the ROK
and US alliance.” I want to thank belatedly the then-US Eighth Army Commander,
Lieutenant General Michael Bills, who promised to do anything he could for my
father and put in extra effort to prepare everything, Despite all the arrangements,
I could not completely honor my father’s will due to the strong objections of a
few people. I'm still heartbroken. Above all else, I cannot help feeling inadequate
because I could not fulfill his final wish.

Nonetheless, over the five days of my father’s military funeral, countless numbers of
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high-ranking officials, retired generals, and servicemembers paid their respects. Private
citizens also set up temporary memorials in key cities and at Gwanghwamun Square
in Seoul. Despite the COVID-19 social distancing policies prohibiting gatherings,
and despite the scorching heat of July and the seemingly endless downpour of the
monsoon rains, hundreds of thousands of citizens stood in line for hours to pay
homage to my father. I have not been able to send my words of appreciation to each
one of them, but I would like to offer them my warm, belated gratitude.

I also want to express my sincere appreciation and bow my head to everyone who
participated in my father’s third memorial service: General (ret) Jeong Seung Jo, the
president of the Korea-US Alliance Foundation; General (ret) Vincent K. Brooks, the
chairman of the Korea Defense Veterans Association; the ROK Defense Minister Lee
Jong Sup; USFK-CFC-UNC Commander, General Paul LaCamera; the ROK Army
Chief of Staft General Park Jeong Hwan; Deputy Commander for the CFC General
Ahn Byung Seok; ROK 2nd Operations Command Commander General Shin Hui
Hyun; US Eighth Army Commanding Lt. General Willard Burleson; Minister for
Patriots and Veterans Affairs Park Min Sik; Representative Jung Hee Yong; North
Gyeongsang Provincial Governor Lee Chul Woo; Chilgok County Executive Kim Jae
Wook; Chilgok County Council Chairman Shim Chung Bo; and respectable others.

Once again, I would like to send my words of gratitude to Governor Lee Chul Woo
for encouraging and guiding the publication of this book. The following pages have
given me the opportunity to share my father's feats with a wide readership, and to
spread appreciation of my father’s medals, which I hold so dear.

I would like to allow my father to have the last word. In his memoir, he wrote:
“Throughout the course of my life, the noble sacrifices of countless brothers in
arms and the sufferings of their bereaved families never faded into oblivion. It is
thanks to them that I am here today and the Republic of Korea stands as it is. The
true heroes of the Korean War are none other than those brothers in arms.” To my
father who carried this gratitude with him throughout his life, and to the spirits of
the fallen soldiers who stood alongside him, I dedicate this book.

COLLECTION OF GENERAL PAIK'S MEDALS 11
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Korean War Overview
and Timehne

Korean War
Overview

Communist North Korea launched a surprise attack on the Republic of Korea
at 4:30 am. on June 25, 1950, deploying Soviet-made tanks across the 38th
parallel in an attempt to impose communism upon the South.

At the beginning of the Korean War, the South Korean military fought with a
small and poorly-equipped force to repel the much larger and better armed
North Korean military’s advancement into the South. Despite mustering all their
strength, they suffered significant setbacks due to the North's overwhelming
forces. Within three days of the war's outbreak, Seoul had fallen, and by early
August, they had been pushed back to the Nakdong River defense line.

After regrouping and reorganizing, the South Korean military, along with the UN
forces who had joined the fight for freedom and peace on the Korean peninsulg,
launched a full-scale counterattack from the Nakdong River defense line,
following the successful landing at Incheon. They recaptured Seoul on September
28, 1950 and continued their advance until they reached the Yalu River on the
border between North Korea and China by October 26, 1950.

However, with the intervention of the Communist Chinese Army, the Korean
War transitioned into a new phase in which the nature of the conflict shifted to a
war between the free and communist camps. The battles unfolded as a series of
offensive and defensive engagements near the 38th parallel.

On July 10, 1951, ceasefire negotiations began, and the battlefront became
stagnant near the current Military Demarcation Line, with fierce battles to capture
strategic hills taking place. Eventually, on July 27 1953, an armistice agreement
was signed at Panmunjom.

This war resulted in an estimated 4.6 million casualties, including around 620,000 South
Korean soldiers, 150000 UN forces, 1,030,000 communist soldiers, and 2,800,000
civilians from both North and South Korea. Furthermore, the conflict ravaged the entire
Korean peninsula and deepened the mutual distrust between North and South Koreg,
solidifying the division and leading to numerous negative consequences.

* Source: Department of Defense (RoK), Military Compilation Research Institute
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Details

North Korean forces unlawfully invade South Korea and the Korean War
breaks out.

Korean Year Date
War June 25

The UN Security Council passes a resolution condemning North Korean
military aggression.

June 28-July 3

South Korean forces defend along the Han River against the onslaught of
the North Koreans.

June 28 The U.N. decides to intervene on the side of South Korea.
July 5 Battle of Osan:_ the first engagement between North Korean forces and U.S.
Task Force Smith
July 7 United Nations Com_rnand_ is established, with General MacArthur appointed
as the Commander-in-Chief.
July 14, Thg South lI<orean military transfers operational command of the theater to
United Nations Command.
1950 July 20 Daejeon and Jeonju fall to North Korean forces.
August 1 The Nakdong River defense line is established.
August 5~September 15 The Battle of the Nakdong River Defense Line
September 15 ;?ne1 Sity‘? 32 glgTr%Zen(;r;a rtmjdsa'tllg:hgg?s the ROK Marine Corps, and the RoK
September 28 Seoul is recaptured by ROK and UN forces.
October 1 UN and ROK forces breakthrough the 38" parallel.
October 9 ROK anq UN forces begin to ad‘vance northward and the Chinese
Communist Army crosses the Yalu River.
October 19 ROK and UN forces enter Pyongyang.
October 25 The first Chinese Offensive begins.
November 25 China launches the Second Phase Offensive.
December 14~24 Hungnam Evacuation
December 31 China launches the Third Phase Offensive.
January 4 Seoul again falls to North Korean forces (January 4" Retreat)
February 11 China launches the Fourth Phase Offensive.
Lo51 March 15 %?voi;l);s retaken by the 15™ Regiment of the ROK Army’s 1% Infantry
April 22~May 16 China launches the Fifth Phase Offensive.
July 15 Armistice talks take place in Kaesong.
October 25 Resumption of armistice talks in Panmunjeom
February 18 Geoje Island prison camp riot breaks out.
1952 April 28 grncwésst-ice talks are indefinitely suspended at the request of the Communist
June 12 Armistice talks are resumed.
March 5 Stalin's death is officially announced by the Soviet Union.
1953 June 18 Anti-communist prisoners of war are released from detention.
July 27 The Armistice Agreement was signed (at Panmunjeom) and battles were

suspended on all front lines effective from 22:00 hours

* Source: The Ministry of Patriots and Veteran’s Affairs (RoK)
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Biography and Feats of General Paik Sun-yup

November 23, 1920 Pak Sun—yup was bom in Deokheung—i, Gangseo—myeon, Gangseo—gun,
Pyongyangnam—ao during the period of Japanese Imperial colonial rule,
December. 1941 As he was born into poverty and lost his father at a young Age,

Paik Sun—yup could not afford to go to school. Due to his financial
crcumstances, he graduated from Pyongyang Normal School and later
the Bongcheon Military Academy where he studied without paying tuition,
In 1942, he was commissioned as a second lieutenant, and in February
1943, he received orders to join the Gando Special Force —a force
founded in 1938, tasked with fighting against the Soviet Communist Army's
guerrilas in the Gando region— which was carrying out ant—communist
operations against the 8th Route Army.

August 15, 1945 On the day of Korea's lioeration from Japanese imperial rule, Paik Sun—
yup, having repudiated the communist regime imposed by Kim I Sung,
Started to migrate southweard,

Military Life (15 years)

January 15, 1946 Age: 26  Palk Sun—yup, who had arrived in South Korea, was among the first
to be commissioned into the miltary and was assigned service number
54. (The South Korean National Constabulary was formed prior to the
establishment of the Republic of Korea government)

February 1946 Age: 26  After being commissioned as a lieutenant and founding member of the
South Korean National Constabulary, Lieutenant Paik Sun—yup was
appainted as the commander of the 5th Company ",

September 1946 Age: 26  As a batiaion commander with the rank of major, he established the
Pusan 5th bettalion?.

January 1, 1947 Age: 27  Asaregiment commander, Lieutenent Colonel Paik Sun—yup established
the 5th Regiment” based in Pusan.

April 11, 1948 Age: 28  He held two postions simultanecusly: the Director of the Inteligence
Bureau for the Department of Internal Security and the Director of the
Inteligence Office for the South Korean Netional Constabulary.

August 15, 1948 Age: 28 Wi the estebishment of the govemment of the Republc of Korea, the South
Korean National Congtabulery was renamed the Republic of Korea Amy.

December 25, 1948 Age: 28 Paik Sun—yup achieved the rank of Colongl,

January 1949 Age: 29  Whie serving as the Director of the Inteligence Bureau, he led an anfi—
communist campaign o purge communist elements from the military.

1) A company consist of approximately 60-255 soldiers,
2) A battalion consists of approximately 300 to 1,000 soldiers.
3) A regiment consisted of approximately 1,000 to 3,000 soldiers.

COLLECTION OF GENERAL PAIK'S MEDALS



Military Life

(15 years)

As a resutt of leftHeaning factions infitrating the military after the Jeju and
Yeosun Rebelions, a large—scale campaign was carried out to purge
soldiers who were involved in leftist activiies,

At that time, then Colonel Palk Sun—yup, who was serving as the Director
of Inteligence Bureau for the Department of Internal Security (now the
Ministry of National Defense), was overseeing the purge and ensured
that soldiers involved in leftist activiies were accurately identiied and that
innocent soldiers were not unjustly punished. He proposed that then Army
Chief of Staff Lee Eung—joon directly meet with imprisoned soldiers to
prevent any future issues while also personally interviewing them to avoid
any erroneous decisions, During this process, he dramatically rescued
Major Park Chung—hee (who later became President of the Republic of
Korea), The great success of the purge campaign was proven by the fact
that there were no further cases of a military unit collectively defecting.

July 30, 1949

Age: 29

Colonel Paik was appointed commander of the 5th Infantry Division? in
Gwangju

April 22, 1950

Age: 30

Colonel Paik was appointed commander of the Munsan 1st Infantry
Division while being a student at the Seoul Army Infaniry Staff School,

June 25, 1950

Age: 30

North Korea's communist invasion led to the outbreak of the Korean War
on June 25, At that time, Colonel Pak Sun—yup was undergoing fraining
at the Seoul Army Staff School,

June 25, 1950

Age: 30

At 4:30 am, the North Korean People's Army, under the leadership of the
North Korean Communist Party's Kim I-sung, launched a surprise attack
on the Republic of Korea, The country was in disarray, and its military was
poorly equipped and almost defenseless at the time,

Colonel Paik Sun—yup, in charge of the 1st Infantry Division, held the line
against the enemy for three days at the Imjin River, around Munsan and
Paju wih the objective of defending the region and delaying the caplture
of Seoul amid the chaos, At the time, the South Korean military did not
possess an answer to North Korean armored units, thus they voluntarily
formed groups to destroy the opposing tanks with explosive vests,
sacriicing therr lives in a heroic effort to delay and hold back the North
Korean offensive as much as possible,

It was in these desperate times that Colonel Paik Sun—yup received
reports that Seoul had fallen and that the only bridge over the Han River
was destroyed. as a result, he suspended counterattack plans, disbanded
the 1st Infantry Division, and promised to reorganize the scattered troops
of the division at the Shiheung Infantry School,

34
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Military Life

(15 years)

Colonel Paik Sun—yup arrived at the Haengju ferry crossing, around the
evening of June 28, It was at this point that the Colonel realized that he
had not eaten for nearly four days as he had only been drinking water. In
addition to having had no time to change his uniform or boots, which had
resutied in the heels of his boots becoming wom through, causing hobo—
nails to protrude and pierce his soles, which were by this time soaked in
blood.

The staff officers, who had arrived at the ferry before the division
commander, happened upon a chicken, which they promptly bolled and
offered to him for dinner. However, he could not bring himself to eat i,
stating, "My soldiers have nothing to eat”

July 25, 1950

Age: 30

After crossing the Han River, Colonel Pak miraculously replenished and
reconstituted the 1st Infantry Division, while fighting a delaying action back
to the Nakdong River line,

July 25, 1950

Age: 30

Due 1o his successes, Colonel Pak Sun—yup was promoted to Brigadier
General, alowing him 1o play a leading role in the defense of the Nakdong
River Line,

August 1950

Age: 30

Victory at the Betlle of Dabu—dong, the final defense line of the Nakdong
River:

During the national crisis that threatened the country's existence,
Brigadier General Paik designated the mountainous area of Dabu—
dong, Gyeongsangbuk—do, located along the Nakdong River, as the
final line of defense. He judged that the area hed favorable terrain with
a lengthy ridgeline stretching from east to west that had once defended
against foreign invaders during the Imjin War. General Paik declared, "This
mountain range will be our last batiieground. This line is our division's
final defensive line, If we cannot defend this ling, it will be the end of our
country.”

The 1st Infantry Division, which at the time consisted of only 7,000 troops,
faced an enemy three times as numerous, and firepower an order of
magnitude greater than they could field. Despite the odds, they had the
courage, determination, and commitment to protect their nation in the midst
of a national criss,

This batlle was the fiercest of the Korean War, in which three North
Korean divisions focused their assaults on the ROK's 1st Division.
desperate, Brigadier General Pak requested assistance from General
Walton Walker, uliimately resulting in the first-ever Korea—U.S. joint
operation with Colonel John Micheaelis leading the respective American
forces.

COLLECTION OF GENERAL PAIK'S MEDALS
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Military Life

(15 years)

Paik's leadership and bravery played a crucial role in the victory at the
Batlie of Dabu—dong. His wilingness to lead from the front and put himself
in harm's way motivated his men to fight fiercely and hold the line against
overwhelming odds, The joint operation with the US, forces was also a
significant turning point in the war, as it demonstrated the effectiveness
of infernational cooperation in the face of a common threat, The people
of Chilgok, Gyeongsangbuk—do, who endured great hardship and
sacriice during the battle, also deserve recognition for their contributions
to the defense of their country. The victory at Dabu—dong, along with
subseguent counteroffensive operations, led to the eventual collapse of
the North Korean army and a shitt in the tide of the war in favor of the
ROK and its dllies,

September 15, 1950 Age: 30

General MacArthur succeeded in landing at Incheon

October 1950

Age: 30

General MacArthur orders a switt advance towards Pyongyang.

The 1st Division of the ROK Army, which had achieved victory at Dabu—
dong, was dated to advance northward; however, they received orders
to move to the rear with the U.S. 24th Division and U.S, 1st Cavalry
Division taking the offensive in their place, BG Pak learned of this and
went to meet with General Frank Miburn, persuading him that it is
unacceptable that the ROK Army cannot directly participate in the assaultt
on the North Korean capital, Pyongyang. We must participate in order to
restore the honor of our brothers in arms who have only experienced
bitter retreat since the Batle of the Imjin River, in addition to those who
have died in defense of our country." BG Paik also emphasized that
"athough we don't have many vehicles, we have the determination
to march day and night. Korea's rugged mountains and poor roads
actually favor the mostly foot—bound infantry of the RoK which wiill
arrive in Pyongyang before the mostly motorized US forces, Besides,
no one knows the geography of Pyongyang as well as | do, as it is my
hometown." saying this, he convinced General Milburn, As a resut, the
original operation order was rapidly changed, with the U.S, 24th Division
being held—back and the 1st Division of the ROK Army taking charge
of the attack on Pyongyang. The US. 1st Cavalry Division and the ROK
1st Division thus engaged in a friendly competiion to be the first to enter
Pyongyang.

October 19, 1950

Age: 30

Brigadier General Pak along with his division set off with pride, confident
that they could be the first to occupy Pyongyang, but at the outset of
the advance to the city, the 1st Division of the ROK Army lacked the
transportation and mobiity which was inherent to the US. 1st Cavalry
Division.

36



Military Life

(15 years)

In spite of this, BG Paik Sun—yup's leadership and determination, along
with the support and cooperation of the USS., forces, were instrumental in
the ROK Ammy's successful advance to Pyongyang. Moreover, The ROK
1st Division's unity and fighting spirit were also critical to their victory.

For Paik, the victory held a personal significance as he returmed to his
long—missed hometown of Pyongyang, where he had not been for five
years, since leaving in search of freedom after liberation. His success in
leading the ROK Army to victory in the race to occupy Pyongyang was a
moment of great pride and honor for him and his fellow soldiers,

October 31, 1950

Age: 30

After ocoupying Pyongyang, BG Paik's 1st Division advanced towards the
Yalu River mostly without issue, However, during their advance towards
Unsan, BG Palk personally interrogated a capltured Chinese soldier and
confimed that hundreds of thousands of Chinese troops had crossed the
Yalu River in earty October and had entrenched themselves in the area
where the US, 1st Corps planned to operate. He immediately reported
this 1o General Miburn of the US. 1st Corp and suggested a complete
withdrawal of all forces. After much contemplation, General Milburn
reported to the US. Eighth Army and ordered the withdrawal of all forces,
On the night of October 31, a ful-scale surprise attack and encirclement
by the Chinese army began. As a subordinate unit of the ROK 1st
Division was about to be overrun, BG Pak instructed Colonel Henning
to bombard the area wih the US. 10th Anti-Aircrait Artilery Group and
rain 13,000 shells on the Chinese Communist Army postions through the
night. This allowed each subordinate unit to withdraw safely and enabled
the division to reorganize. As a result, the US. 1st Corps, the main force
of the US. Eighth Army, was able to withdraw safely from the large—scale
Chinese siege and prepare for future operations on the Western front,

April 15, 1951

Age: 31

Paik was Promoted to Major General and become the Commander of the
1% Army Corps.?

May 21, 1951

Age: 31

The Chinese launched their sixth large—scale offensive on May 16,
resuling in the loss of the key supply hubs of Hongcheon and Omae—jae
to the Chinese Communist Army.

General James Van Fleet, commander of the US, Eighth Army, was greatly
disappointed with the combat leadership of the South Korean 3rd Corps
and immediaiely gave verbal orders to MG Paik Sun—yups 1st Cops and
the US. 3rd Division, who were responsible for the East Coast from the
right slope of Daegeonnyeong, to take immediate defensive action. The
Daegwallyeong area was a decisive location that determined the tide of
the war, ff the Chinese were 1o caplure the area around Daegwallyeong,
the balance between the Eastern and Westem fronts would have become
disrupted, and the situation would have become perious,

5) An Army Corps consist of 20,000-80,000 soldiers.
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Military Life

(15 years)

MG Pak, who was aware of the seriousness of the situation, immediately
issued orders to his subordinates to defend the Daegwallyeong mountain
pass without delay. As a result of this swit action, his units managed to
occupy Omachi Hil an hour ahead of the Chinese Communist Army,
dlowing them to secure advantageous terrain and successiuly repel the
enemy's major offensive wave that was advancing relentiessly towards
them,

July 10, 1951,

Age: 31

During the war, Major General Paik Sun—yup became the first
representative of South Korea within the UN force's delegation at the
amistice negotiations. At that time, President Rhee Syngman and many
Koreans opposed the ceasefire, hoping for the reunification of the
Korean Peninsula.

MG Paik was chosen as the representative because he was a
highly respected ROK general who could netther be intimidated nor
underesimated by the communists,

President Rhee instructed MG Pakk to participate in the negotiations
but 1o not add to the talks —as a sign of opposiion to the ceasefire.
He meliculously recorded the negotiations over the three months he
particioated.

However, as a resutt of his absence from the front, the situation on the
Eastern front became unfavorable, General Van Fleet, the commander
of the US. Eighth Army ordered MG Paik to retun to the front line 1o
help with the ongoing battle,

November 16, 1951

Age: 31

In September 1951, around 25,000 North Korean soldiers took refuge
in the Jirsan mountain range and were unable to retreat, resuling in
significant oostacles for rear operations. The guerrilas constantly attacked
the Gyeongbu and Jedlla railway lines and major roads, making rapid
fravel impossible. They threatened the supply lines of the UN forces,
making it necessary to carry out a large—scale suppression operation,
The intial 14—month operation, which began in October 1950, did not
yield significant results, Thus, Major General Pak was appointed as
the commander of Task Force Pak, which was tasked with mobilizing
military assets, government officials, civilans, and police to suppress the
Communist guerrilas in the Jirisan mountains,

December 1951

Age: 31

MG Pak commenced Operation Rat Killer:

During the operation, MG Pak made every effort to prevent merciless
kilings, considering that all involved were in fact Koreans and thus,
compatriots,
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(15 years)

At 6:00 am. on December 2, 1952, the first day of the of the mop—
up operation, martial law was declared in all areas south of Daejeon,
excluding Pusan and Taegu. To reduce casualies, one million flyers, also
known as 'refumn home passes," were air—dropped. The flyers, distributed
in the name of MG Pak Sun—yup, promised safety and life to anyone
carrying them. In order to ensure the salely of those who surrendered, he
prepared the relevant faciiies in advance. MG Pak’s involvement in this
campaign would only last about 3 months,

After leading the suppression campaign in Jirisan, General Paik
established Paiksun Orphanage in Gwangju, Jeolla Province, for war
orphans, who were the inevitable victims to the agony of the war. It has
since been renamed Paiksun Pauls House.

April 5, 1952

Age: 31

General Van Fleet wanted 1o develop the Korean military into a capable
fighting force that could fight independently, according to his command
style. To achieve this, he tasked Major General Paik Sun—yup with
crealing a field army corps within the Korean army. This involved re—
establishing the 2nd Army Corps of South Korea by expanding the
dready successiul Task Force Pak and using it as the bagis for the
new Corps. In 1952, under the leadership of Major General Palk Sun—
yup, the  2nd Army Corps was established with Task Force Pak at its
core and thus became the first modermn corps equipped with elements
which were organic to US., Army Corps: combat command, artilery,
engineering, and communications battalions.

General Pak established a manua-based force management system
by implementing a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) in a first for
the Korean milliary. Using the 2nd Army Corps as a model, the Korean
miltary successively established and raised the 3rd, 5th, and 6th Army
Corps during Paik’s term as Chief of Staff of the Amy after the amistice,
These corps would later take over the manning of the 155—mile
amistice line, previously under the contral of the US miltary,

July 23, 1952

Age: 32

ILieutenant General Palk was appointed as the 7th Chief of Staff of the
Army and as the Martial Law Commander,

December 1952

Age: 33

Whie fighting in numerous fierce batlies against the Chinese and North
Korean armies, Lieutenant General Palk worked firelessly to equip
the Republic of Korea Army with the capability to conduct warfare
independently.
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39



Military Life

(15 years)

During then US. President—elect Eisenhower's vist to Korea, Army Chiet
of Staff Paik presented the president—lect with his plan to increase the
fighting force of the military from 10 to 20 divisions and successtully
persuaded him 1o provide the equipment necessary. This resutied in the
establishment and raising of an addiional 10 divisions, alowing the South
Korean miitary to grow from about 300,000 personnel to approximately
600,000 after the armislice. By the time Paik left his postion as Chief of
Steff of the Army, in February 1954, the South Korean military had been
expanded from 10 to 16 divisions during the Korean War and would
eventually grow 1o 20 divisions totaling 600,000 men at arms,

To properly train soldiers, Pak established large—scale training faciiies on
Jeju Island and in Nonsan; in addition to sending officers to the United
States to acquire the latest military education. Upon their return, these
officers were tasked with instructing and training Korean soldiers; thus,
establishing a training system that enabled the Korean miliary to develop
and train s own soldiers,

January 31, 1953

Age: 33

Before retuming to the United Staltes at the end of his term, General Van
Heet, the commander of the US Eighth Army, suggested to President
Rhee Syngman that with the South Korean miilitary now exceeding
600,000 troops, a general oficer was needed to lead the South Korean
miitary. This culminated with General Van Fleet, together with President
Rhee, promoting Lieutenant General Paik Sun—yup to become the first
Army General in the history of Korea,

May 1953

Age: 33

Ceneral Pak held a concurrent post as the President of the ROK Army
Colege.

May 13, 1953

Age: 33

Army Chief of Staff Paik had a one—on—one meeting with U.S, President
Eisenhower at the White House, which resulted in the signing of the
Mutual Defense Treaty between South Korea and the United States, as
wel as economic support measures,

During the armistice negotiations in earty May 1953, General Pak Sun—
yup was invited by the US. Army Chief of Staff to visit various military
faciliies and educational institutions in the United States for advanced
command training. While discussing the future of Korea with his old friend
and fellow soldier, Admiral Burke of the U.S, Navy, whom had fought
aongside him during the Korean War, General Pak learmed about the
Mutual Defense Treaties that the United States had with other countries.
The next moming, General Pak visted the US, Army Chief of Staff and
requested a one—on—one meeling with President Eisenhower., Initially, the
US. Army Chief of Stalf declined, staling that the President did not have
time for such a meeting. However, he was eventually granted a meeting
with President Eisenhower at the White House, which led to the signing
of the Mutual Defense Treaty and economic support measures between
South Korea and the United States.
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(15 years)

General Pak Sun—yup persisted in his requests to meet with President
Eisenhower, despite being told that a meeting with the U.S. President was
dificutt, He argued that he was acquainted with the President when he
gave a significant briefing to him the previous year, and as the Chief of
Staff who dealt with numerous casuatiies (both American and Korean)
on the betiiefield every day, he was queliied to meet with the President.
He waited outside the US, Army Chief of Staffs office from moming unti
evening, without backing down from his posttion, Eventually, the U.S, Army
Chief of Staff, who had formed a friendly relationship with General Pakk on
the battiefield, contacted the White House and arranged a one—on—one
meeting between General Pak and then President Eisenhower.,

On the moming of May 13, 1953, General Palk Sun—yup had a one—
on—one meeling with President Eisenhower at the White House without
an interpreter. He expressed the Korean people's desire for reuntication
of North and South Korea and general oppostiion to the armistice and
proposed the signing of a "Mutual Defense Treaty' in order to ensure
the security of South Korea, as wel as "economic support measures,”
The US. President expressed his postion of ‘agreement in princiole’ on
these matters and explained the next steps which needed to e taken.
At that time, there were no prior government interactions conceming a
Mutual Defense Treaty between South Korea and the United States, The
discussions between General Pak and the US. President became the
driving force behind the historic signing of the Mutual Defense Treaty on
October 1, 1953, five months after their meeling at the White House, and it
has been a comerstone for the development and stabiity of South Korea
for the past seven decades,

July 27, 1953

Age: 33

The Armistice Agreement is signed.

August 1953

Age: 33

Army Chief of Staff Pak Sun—yup began working in collaboration with
the commander of the US Eighth Army to iniiste a large—scale post—
war reconstruction project across the nation, This effort mobiized both
Korean and US soldiers to rebuild a vast number of public faciliies,
including hospitals, schoals, bridges, and churches that were damaged
during the war. As a result, approximately 900 schoals, 200 hospitals and
orphanages, and 300 churches were reconstructed during this time,

October 1, 1953

Age: 33

The Mutual Defense Treaty was signed between South Korea and the
United States,
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February 14, 1954  Age: 34  The First Field Army? is established with General Pak as its inaugural
Commander,
Alter the armistice, the majority of the 155-mile ceasefire ine was assigned
to the South Korean miitary. However, General Taylor, the commander of
the US Eighth Army, believed that a separate field army was necessary to
command all amy divisions, He appointed General Pak Sun—yup as the
inaugural field army commander,
Under his leadership, the 1st Field Army —consisting of four corps and
sixieen divisions— was established in Wonju. General Pak served as
the inaugural commander of the 1st Field Army for 40 months, during
which he trained and educated the newly formed army, responsible for
defending the armistice line, through practical training and education.

1957 Age: 37  Construction of the National Miitary Cemetery:

General Pak Sun—yup played a key role in planning and establishing a
national military cemetery to honor the soldiers who sacriiced thelr lives
during the Korean War, With the approval of President Rhee, he oversaw
the development of the cemetery in the Dongjak—dong area over a
three—year period.

In 1957, the National Miitary Cemetery was officially opened, providing a
final resting place for those who gave their lives for their country. In 20086,
ts name was changed 1o "Seoul National Cemetery' to reflect its status as
a national symbool of remembrance and gratitude.

May 18, 1957 Age: 37 General Paik was re—appointed as the 10" Army Chief of Steff,

March, 1958 Age: 38 General Paik Sun—yup, as the Army Chief of Steff, led a delegation of staff
officers 1o vistt the United States in order to negotiate the modernization of
the Korean milltary's equipment, which numbered over 700,000 troops at
the time. He briefed US officials at the Pentagon in detall about the Korean
military's modernization plan and then met with President Eisenhower,
receiving his support for the modemization of the Korean military,
including: the Army, Navy, and Air Force,

February 23, 1959  Age: 39  Apponiment as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Steff and the Introduction of
the ROTC system in Korean Amy based on the U.S, ROTC system:
General Pak Sun—yup infroduced the U.S, ROTC system to train and
produce amy officers for the South Korean army. He conducted extensive
research and review and finalized the plan 1o infroduce the system during
his tenure. Two years after General Paik retired from the military (June
1962), the first cohort of Army ROTC cadels was produced,

April 19, 1960 Age: 40  The Aprl 19 Revolution occurred,
May 31, 1960 Age: 40 General Pakk retired, completing 15 years of military service as an Army
General,

6) A field army consists of approximately 80,000 to 200,000 servicemen,
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Diplomatic Career (10 years)

General Palk Sun—yup served as a public servant in two significant areas following his refirement from the milltary.
As a diplomat, he held the post of ambassador 1o the Republic of China (Taiwan), France, and Canada whike be
accredited as ambassador to 18 other nations,

As a public servant in industry, he promoted the country's industrial development with great passion for nearly a
decade, serving as the Minister of Transportation and as the president of Korea Integrated Chemical Inc.

July 15, 1960 Age: 40  Ambassador Palk Sun—yup recognized the struggles faced by many
Korean migrants upon his appointment as Ambassador 1o the Republic
of China (Taiwan). As a result, He provided them with economic Support
and established Korean language schools for their chidren during his
tenure,

May 16, 1961 Age: 41 The govemment was overthrown by the military in a coup d'état led by
Park Chung—hee,

July 4, 1961 Age: 41 During the post—Korean War era, South Korea faced a challenging
foreign affairs environment, especially after the May 1961 miitary coup by
President Park Chung—hee. Ambeassador Paik Sun—yup was tasked with
promoting the legiimacy of the new government and forging diplomatic
relationships with foreign nations. Toward this, He worked diligently
to pioneer new diplomatic ties, rather than enjoying a more relaxed
ambassadorial role.

In July 1961, retired Army General Paik Sun—yup took office as the
ambassador to France after completing his service as the ambassador
to The Republic of China (Taiwan). During his tenure of 4 years and 3
months in France, he concurrently served as the ambassador to a total of
18 countries, including five Western European countries (Spain, Portugal,
Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg) and 13 African countries
(Senegal, Mauritania, Ivory Coast (present—day Cote dlivoire), Togo,
Dahomey (present—day Benin), Niger, Chad, Gabon, the Central African
Republic, Brazzavile Congo, Kinshasa Congo, Madagascar, and Upper
\Volta (present—day Burkina Faso).

Heads of state and key figures in Europe and Africa, including UN
member countries that had participated in the Korean War, were well
aware of General Pak Sun—yup as the Army Chief of Staff who had led
the Korean War, rather than Ambassador Palk Sun—yup. General Pak
aways recognized this fact and worked tirelessly to expand South Koreals
diplomatic influence with a flawless demeanor and posture, In 1964, he
repatristed the remains of Lee Jun (an advocate of Korean nationalism),
who had died in the Netherlands, in addition to completely blocking North
Korea's diplomatic efforts in France.
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Diplomatic Career (10 years)

July 12, 1965 Age: 45

Ambassador Paik Sun—yup always said, 'Koreans become ambassadors
as soon as they leave the country, not just when they are appointed as
diplomats,”

As the first Korean Ambassador to Canada, Ambassador Pak Sun—yup
established and pioneered formal diplomatic relations with Canada, actively
developing a strong friendship with the country that had participated in
the Korean War. This laid a solid foundation for a diplomatic partnership
between the two states,

Al that time, Ambassador Pak personally intervened to resolve visa
issues faced by Koreans traveling between Canada and the United
States, Moreover, Korean miners and nurses working in Germany wished
to migrate to Canada, but their requests were in violation of Korean
government policy, thus the Korean Embassy in Canada was unable to
extend their passports. Understanding the plight of Korean immigrants,
Ambassador Paik took full responsibiity and ordered the extension of
passports for all Koreans who desired them.

Public Life (10 years)
October 21, 1969 Age: 49

After serving for a decade as a diplomat, Ambassador Pak Sun—yup was
appointed as the Minister of Transportation and retumed to Korea in 1969,
Unlike when General Palk Sun—yup left the country ten years earlier, the
capital city of Seoul was on the verge of surpassing 10 million inhabitants,
as many people were immigrating from rural areas to find work during the
early stages of industriglization, The sudden surge in population caused
severe trafiic congestion in the city, with the only means of transportation
being the "drum buses' (buses made from ol—drums discarded by the
US miltary) and trains. The city urgently needed a subway system, but
the government could not afford the astronomical investment reguired
to build one. As an stop—gap measure, the raiway was decentralized
by dispersing the departure stations, Whie the mainline (Gyeongbu)
continued to use Seoul Station as its departure point, the Honem Line and
Janghang Line were moved to Yongsan Station, while the Jungang Line
and Gyeongchun Line were relocated to Cheongnyangni Station, in order
to limit the concentration of passengers at Seoul Station.

Minister Palk Sun—yup recognized the imitations of previous measures and
believed that the construction of a subway system was essential o soving
the cty's trafic congestion. He, therefore, focused on subway construction,
However, obtaining such a significant amount of funding was a challenging
task at the time, he, having served as Ambassador to France, Minister Pak
preferred the Paris Metro; however, t was concuded that the Japanese
subway system was more advaniageous for Korea in terms of technology
and cost, Amidst these various dificutiies, an unexpected event oocurred:
the Yodo—go Hiacking Incident.
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March 31, 1970

(10 years)

Age: 50

While serving as the Minister of Transportation and overseeing Gimpo
Airport, the Yodo—go Hijlacking Incident took place,

In 1970, nine pro—North Korean agents hijacked a Japan Airlines
domesitic fight and demanded that it be flown to Pyongyang. The pilot
informed authorities at Gimpo Airport of the situation and requested
permission to land there. which was granted. to deceive the hiackers,
the airport was disguised to resemble Pyongyang Airport, South Korean
soldiers dressed in North Korean military garb and hung a banner
welcoming the hijackers to Pyongyang.

Unfortunately, the hijackers were not convinced and demanded to see
a gient portrait of Kim lI=sung, which Gimpo Airport did not possess,
Eventually, a Japanese government official volunteered to be taken
hostage in exchange for the passengers. The incident was resolved
without any casualties, and the Vice Minister of Transport, who had lbeen
taken hostage, thanked Minister Palk for his assistance and promised
to fuffil any request he had, Minister Paik reguested Japan's technical
assistance and funding to build a subway system in Seou, which was
granted,

In April 1971, the groundbreaking ceremony for the construction of Seoul's
first subway line took place, Today, it is one of the world's most advanced
Subway systems,

June 1971

Age: 51

In 1971, Minister Pak Sun—yup was appointed as the CEO of Chungju—
Honam Fertiizer Corporation. The first major challenge he faced was a
shortfall in fertiizer production which led to a shortage of food.

As the country was heavly investing in the development of its heavy
and chemical industries, Minister Paik worked towards increasing fertiizer
production, resuting in a dramatic improvement in agricultural productivity.
Later on, to ensure the smooth production and supply of fertiizer, all
fertiizer companies were integrated into Korea Integrated Chemical Inc,
and Pak Sun—yup was appointed as its inaugural president,

April 1973

Age: 53

From 1973 to 1980, Pak served as the president of Korea Integrated
Chemical Inc,, a state—owned enterprise. During his tenure, he secured all
the necessary technical assistance and funding for factory construction,
resuling in the construction of a total of 14 chemical plants. His
contributions were vital to the nation's economic development strategy
centered on the heavy and chemical industries,
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Public Service

as Military Elder Statesman

July 1986

Age: 66

Aavisor to the Board of National Unification (4 years)

July 1989

Age: 69

He served as the chaiman of the National Fundraising Association
which amed to buid the Yongsan War Memorial for two years
and five months,

December 1989

Age: 69

The Korea Retired Generals and Admirals Association is an
organization of refired generals and admirals in Korea that plays
an important role in informing the public about National security
and supporting the milltary in imes of national crisis.

At the request of retired general officers, Ret. General Pak Sun—
yup re—established the disbanded the Association of the Army,
Navy, and Air Force in 1980 under the principles of being 'non—
poliical, non—religious, and non—profit” and he was swom in as
the organization's president. Additionally, as a civilen, Ret. General
Paik founded numerous security organizations to help solidity
the ROK-U.S, alliance, In 1993, he launched the Council on
Korea—U.S. Security Studies, serving as the inaugural president
and regularly traveling between Korea and Washington, D.C.

September 1998

Age: 78

Ret, General Pak was appointed Chairman of the Korean Wear
Memorial Program Commitiee for the 50th Anniversary of the
Korean Wer,

November 2003 to early
2020

Ages:
83 to 100

Ret. General Paik was appointed Chairman of the Advisory
Committee of the Institute for Military History of the Ministry of
National Defense,

The postiion that Pak held for 17 years was an honorary role
as an advisor to the War History Compillation and Research
Department of the Institute for Military History, which aimed to
document the Korean War as a historical record. He was
responsible for verifying the accuracy of numerous research
publications related to the Korean War and providing testimony
on the specific evenis at the time, The ROK Minisiry of National
Defense published several volumes of The Hstory of the Korean
War from 2003 to 2012, and General Pak Sun—yup's testimony
and input are reflected throughout the project.

February 2007

Age: 87

Retl. General Pak Sun—yup served as the inaugural chairman of
the Associalion of the Republic of Korea Army (AROKA) for seven
years, AROKA was the first private corporation in Korea dedicated
to supporting the amy.

April 2009

Age: 89

Palk was also selected to be an advisor for foreign affairs and
national security for the National Senior Counci,
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Public Service (33 years)

as Military Elder Statesman

June 2010 Age: 90 On the 60th anniversary of the Korean War, he was appointed as
the inaugural chairman of the Korean War Memorial Foundation
and also implemented a scholarship program for the descendants
of Foreign Servicemen who served in the Korean War,

August 2013 Age: 93 Retired General Pak Sun—yup received the title of "Honorary
US. Eighth Army Commander’ in recogniion of his outstanding
achievements during the Korean War and for his leadership of US
and ROK troops atter the armistice, This was the first tme the US
Army had ever granted such an honor to a foreign military figure,
He played a significant role in ensuring that the historical value
and importance of the ROK-US aliance was not forgotten, He
also acted as a representative of refired generals; traveling to
the United States to meet with US officials, and advocating for the
Korean miitary's postion when senstive security issues between
the two countries arose.

October 2015 Age: 95 Paik received an Honorary Doctorate in Miltery Science conferred
as the first recipient from Korea National Defense Universty,

July 10, 2020 Age: 100  General Pak Sun—yup passed away due to cancer at Seoul
National University Hospital at the age of 100,
General Paik Sun—yup, who referred to himseff as an "old soldier;”
was born in a Korea under Japanese colonial rule in 1920, in
1946, He joined the newly—formed military at the age of 25 with
the belief of protecting the freedom and democracy that is sacred
to the Republic of Korea, To this end, He served during the
Korean War, rose to become the ROK's first army general, and
refired in 1960 after 14 years of service,
During his 10—year career as an ambassador in his 40s, he
forged diplomatic relationships with 21 foreign states, Then, in his
50s, he served as a govermment official and devoted himself to
developing the nation's economy, by establishing suboway systems
and 14 chemical factories in the 1970s,
Alter refiing from public service in 1980 at the age of 60, General
Paik dedicated himself to promoting ROK-US friendship and
prosperity while enhancing the value of the ROK—US aliance for
the remaining 40 years of his life as a civilan. Despite the ongoing
realiy of the 'ceasefire” serving as a reminder thet the war was
not yet over, he continued his service until his passing at the age
of 100,
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General Paik Sun-yup, the 1st Division commander, reporting on the situation at Dabu-dong battles to Defense Minister Shin Sung-mo
(August 23, 1950).
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1st Division Commander Paik Sun-yup explaining the situation of Pyongyang liberation to Major General Milburn, commander of the
US 1st Corps, after entering Pyongyang (October 19, 1950)
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HOZHE X

1st Division Commander Paik Sun-yup receiving the U.S. Silver Star Medal from Major General Milburn, commander of the US 1st
Corps, at Seonggyo Elementary School in Pyongyang (October 20, 1950)
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st Division Commander Paik Sun-yup reporting the plan for Seoul recapture to Lieutenant General Matthew Ridgway, commander of
the U.S. Eighth Army (early February 1951 in Siheung, Gyeonggi Province)
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A
0
General Paik Sun-yup welcomed General of the Army Douglas MacArthur, the commander of the UN forces, during his visit to the 1st
Division's command post at Manridong Elementary School in Seoul after the city was recaptured (March 24, 1951)
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Major General Paik Sun-yup, the 1st Division Commander, received the 7th Taegeuk Order of Military Merit (April 15, 1951)
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Admiral Burke of the US Navy receiving 1st Division Commander Paik Sun-yup during his visit to the USS Los Angeles (mid-June
1951, East coast)
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The UN delegation standing in front of the helicopter, ready to depart for the first armistice talks in Gaesong. UN Commander Ridgway
appears to encourage the delegation. (From left to right: Admiral Burke, Air Force Major General Craigie, ROK 1st Corps Commander Paik
Sun-yup, Admiral Joy, the head of the delegation, UN Forces Commander Ridgway, and Major General Hodes (July 10, 1951, Munsan
Peace Village)
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UN delegation takes a short break at the armistice negotiation site. General Paik Sun-yup, who had hastily attended the first day of the
talks in his combat uniform, changed into his service uniform for the negotiations. (July 16, 1951, Naeboongjang in Gaesong)
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General Paik Sun-yup is seen receiving a report from Lieutenant Underwood of the US Navy. Lieutenant Underwood, also known as
Dr. Won ll-han in Korean, was the grandson of Grant Underwood, the first Protestant missionary to Korea. At the time, he served as

the interpreter for the UN delegation. (July 22, 1951)
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Lieutenant General Paik Sun-yup, the commander of the ROK 2nd Corps, receiving the unit flag from Major General Wyman, the
commander of the US 9th Corps, during a ceremony (April 5, 1952 in Hwacheon, Gangwon Province)

J2|A HREY AT RIEA RO R RE 2| A XNSHE 0{Eh= WM K22 EHE (1952 6. 22 T

Commander of the ROK 2nd Corps Paik Sun-yup receiving the highest Greek military decoration from General Chakiratos, the Greek
Chief of Staff June 22, 1952, Daegu)
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US and ROK commanders (U.S. Eighth Army Commander Van Fleet, Army Chief of Staff Paik Sun-yup, and General Ryan, Chief of the
United States Military Advisory Group to the Republic of Korea) attending a farewell ceremony for a group of 250 officers leaving for
study in the US
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On Christmas day, Army Chief of Staff Paik Sun-yup and General Van Fleet were photographed with President Rhee Syngman and his
wife during their visit to the U.S. Eighth Army command to offer encouragement. (December 24, 1952, Dongsoong-dong in Seoul)
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In the presence of President Rhee Syng-
man, U.S. Eighth Army Commander
Taylor is awarding General Paik Sun-
yup with a U.S. Distinguished Service
Medal (March 26, 1953, U.S. Eighth
Army headquarters in Dongsoong-
dong)
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During his visit to the United States Military Academy at West Point, General Paik Sun-yup presented the Eulji Order of Military Merit
of the Republic of Korea to Brigadier General Michaelis, the commandant of the academy. General Michaelis had previously led the
U.SS. 27th Regiment during the Battle of Dabu-dong in the Korean War and supported General Paik's First Division in the victory at the
Bowling Alley. Later, he served as the commander of the U.S. Eighth Army. (May 15, 1953, West Point)
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During the Korean War, an orphanage was urgently established in front of Gwangju Songjeong Station to save war orphans who
were left in the wake of the operations to eradicate red guerrillas in Jirisan mountain. The orphanage was built with funds donated
by General Paik Sun-yup. (General Paik visited the orphanage when he was serving as the Army Chief of Staff for the second term
in 1958) Later, the orphanage: named Paiksun orphanage was donated to the convent of the Daegu Catholic Diocese in 1992. It
was later relocated to Gwangsan-gun, Jeollanam-do and renamed “Paiksun Paul's House". It is currently being operated as a childcare
center for disabled children by the nuns.
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Reunion of a mother and a son in three years due to the Korean War
It is the heartwarming scene of a mother and a son reuniting happily after a long
separation due to the Korean War.
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d=otl U= ARO[, Marine Corps landing after crossing the Han River in 1950
Photo of Wonsan Landing Operation and Landing Vehicle  This photo depicts the Marine Corps making a landing after
Tracked, 1950 crossing the Han River on September 20, 1950.

A US. Landing Vehicle Tracked (LVT) landing in Wonsan on

October 26, 1950.
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Capital Defense Division entering Hamheung in 1950 A view of Panmunjom in the 1950s with rows of tents

This is a photo of the Capital Division entering Hamheung on October 18, The scene shows tent barracks of both the UN and communist forces.
1950.
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A scene of soldiers cheering after
recapturing the Gangneung high ground
in 1951

This is a photo of soldiers cheering with
Taegeukgi flags after recapturing the
Gangneung high ground in 1951.
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The 1st Infantry Division crossing the
Han River in 1951

The 1st Infantry Division is crossing the
Han River on March 14, 1951.
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A scene of moving drums at the pier
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This photo was taken by John Wikdahl, who worked at the Busan Swedish Red Cross Hospital.
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A makeshift hut of refugees in South Korea
This photo, taken by John Wikdahl who worked at the Busan Swedish Red
Cross Hospital, depicts a makeshift hut constructed by refugees who fled to

South Korea.
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Australian soldiers installing a marker stone for
the 38th parallel

This is a scene of Australian soldiers installing a
marker stone for the 38th parallel.
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Destroyed railway bridge over
the Daedong River

This is a photo of the destroyed
railway bridge over the Daedong
River.
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A scene of treating a wounded soldier during combat

This is a scene of treating a soldier that was wounded during Soldiers returning to their homeland holding the Taegukgi flag

combat. This photo shows soldiers returning to their homeland carrying the
Korean national flag after the armistice agreement in the 1950s.

A village of shacks
The photo depicts children witha |
U.S. soldier in a village of shacks. |
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A city in ruins

This is a photo of a city devastated
by the war.
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The transportation of a POW patient

The 76™ Prison Camp This is a scene of a POW patient being carried on a South
This is a photo of communist prisoners of war looking outside  Korean soldier's back.

of the POW camp on May 29th, 1952.
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Orphans of the Korean War
This is a photo of Staff Sergeant Bob Newton from the
Australian 77 Squadron and Korean War orphans.
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The life of General Paik Sun-yup

Letter of appointment of General

Paik Sun-yup as Army General
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General Paik’s Orders of Military Merit in the Korean War(36)

@ rjjohy] ok 70  USEIZSENH|7S) First Order of Military Merit(No. 7) 1951. 7. 26,

v_]'c:)‘l_:xol— 74  E2ERE2ZSEHH|100=) Order of Taegeuk Military Merit(No. 100) 1953. 4. 5.

Orders of the 78 Ef22ZSZKA|54935)

Republic of Korea Order of Taegeuk Military Merit(No. 549)(Army Headqguarters Infantry Division 1)
80 EfSFIETMH(550%)

Order of Taegeuk Military Merit(No. 550)(Army Headquarters Army General Staff)
82 SX|RZEEHH[975F) Order of Eulii Military Merit(No. 975) 1950. 10. 30.
84 SX|RB=EH|2070%) Order of Eulii Military Merit(No. 2070)1950. 10. 30.
86 SKA|R2S%EHH|3425%) Order of Eulii Military Merit(No. 3425) 1952. 12. 10.
88 SX|F2EEN(M|3426=) Order of Eulji Military Merit(No. 3426)
90 ZEDISZEKH|582%) Order of Chungmu Military Merit(No. 582) 1950. 12. 20.
92 ZELDISZEKK|2834%) Order of Chungmu Military Merit(No. 2834) 1950. 12. 30.
94 RIS EF Order of Hwarang Military Merit
95  HRQIFEZK1950LACH) Medal of Honor for Defense(1950s)
% IH|NE Y ST 3=
Order of Merit for Advocating the Charter of the United Nations
98  B2IZF Medal of Honor for Military Merit 1956. 10, 29.
99  6-25M% Z7|E Korean War Service Badge
) ]:[]{j_’? 100 2MZE Silver Star Medal 1950. 11. 13.

v?‘: 7(:)} 103 SMSEBronze Star Medal 1953, 5. 12.

Orrelers off e 107 SF2SEFArr Medal 1952. 7. 28.

United States 12 Z22FEHE|DT AREED Legion of Merit(Degree of Chief Commander)

of America ne JZZ2ZEHAREED Legion of Merit(Degree of Commander) 1953. 2. 25.
120 Z22ZEHE) Legion of Merit(Degree of Officer) 1950. 7. 25.
124 Z22FFE|X|RH|M) Legion of Merit(Degree of Legionnaire) 1951. 1. 22.
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Foreign Country
Medals

K

128
133

135

137

139

141

142

M
149

151

158

161

162

163

T2kA 2512 The French Republic

X2 Ex|2(Ho| 22 EE) Legion dhonneur = Legion of Honor 1954. 9. 11.
T X EH(TOE)

Croix de Guerre des Theatres dOperations Exterieures(TOE)

17 |0f| &= The Kingdom of Belgium

2|2E & =g SHAREENHI2935%)

Commandeur de Lordre de Léopold(No. 2935) 1954. 8. 06.

Lj|Z2t= 2k Kingdom of the Netherlands

eh= 195082t X7 Mt 2F

Cross for Justice and Freedom Medal 1954. 8. 24.

2| A 2k Kingdom of Greece

CHAX SARE E-(HE 7{TE)

Grand Cross of the Order of the Phoenix 1952. 6. 22.

2k XX| 1M| EEKT2HE F{IHE) Royal Order of George |

S} Z35}=t: Republic of Cuba

£S5 8 SEF Distinguished Service Medal

[21=x: The Republic of China

2} Z 18 SEHZEAFH|E Order of the Cloud and Banner

2[sHE SEKDIZFSEY Order of Brillant Star(Order of Brilliant Star)
Efj=2 2= Kingdom of Thailand

8l T7|2| H(LI0|E JZHE EF0tLI0|E 7{M)

Order of the White Elephant(Knight Commander of the Most Exalted Order)
iz =l Zs)=k: Republic of the Philippines

HIXE £k|2 SENARZD(H|556F) Legion of Honor(Commander)(No. 556)
0{|E|1|O}: Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

Of|E|21|ofe] ¥ & Xt Order of the Star of Ethiopia

O] SE} SEl=(Sixl| F7|Lfzt)

: Republic of the Upper Volta(present Burkina Faso)

O EEt 272 EXEHA2Y National Order of Upper Volta(commander)
L|H|2 2&}=: Republic of Niger

LIH[2 27} 22 EX Merit du Niger
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General Paik’s Civilian Medals(11)

N 7 o
@ oigknl= 27
The Republic of Korea

v—’ -~
@ vl 2
The United States

TR el
® map s POl
The French Republic

e 7]‘] ]/]‘]:]‘ Canada

@ ?‘E‘!%‘ Japan

164

166

168

170

172

171

176

178

180

182

182

USL S ENX|245%) Order of Diplomatic Service Merit
(Ist rank)(No. 245) 1963. 12. 7.

0|5 EEH(X|14S) Order of Diplomatic Service Merit
(2nd. rank)(No. 14) 1970. 8. 15.

0|5 EEH(X|108%)

Order of Diplomatic Service Merit(2nd. rank)(No. 108)
SEMNUEEE1642)

Order of Industrial Merit(Gold Pagoda)(No. 164) 1980. 1. 29.
MEIEEREI10412)

Order of Industrial Merit(Stone Pagoda)(No. 1041) 1978. 3. 20.

THIE SEHAS 22 A8 SXH) Department of Defense Medal
(for Distinguished Public Service)
0|2 S SEH(E 017 22 SEH Army Medal(Outstanding Civilian

Service Award Medal)
27} 22 E%H1965) Ordre National du Merit(received in 1965)
2 S%K2005. 7. 13.) Order of Merit(received on July 13", 2005)

225 Nezt
Order of the Sacred Treasure of Japan Hun 2nd class servo
235 NEzt

Order of the Sacred Treasure of Japan Hun 3rd class servo
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First Class Order of Military Merit(with Gold Star)
(No. 7)




CHeH 1=
USTFE=2E(=d)
(k7

First Class Order of Military Merit(with Gold Star)
(No. 7)
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7th Order of Military Merit (Taegeuk)

Date: July 26, 1951, in accordance with the Dangi calendar of the year 4284
Type of Medal: 7th Taegeuk (1st class) Order of Military Merit
Recipient: Army Major General Paik Sun—yup, the commanding officer of the 1st Infantry

Division

During the period of June 25, 1950 (Dangi Year 4283) to October 25 of the same year, General
Paik Sun—yup led his army in hand—to—hand battlies with the enemy in various locations in
the western region of the 38th parallel, despite being vastly outnumbered. His unwavering
efforts successfully deterred the enemy's advance. Later, in the Yeongcheon region, General
Paik skillfully lured and annihilated several enemy divisions, When a full=scale counterattack
was launched, he was the first to fearlessly enter the enemy's stronghold of Pyongyang,

demonstrating the valor of the Korean military to the world.

On August 20, 1951 (according to the Dangi calendar, the year 4284), General Paik Sun—yup

was awarded the medal, which was presented by the Minister of National Defense.

Verified by the National Archives of Korea,
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Order of Taegeuk Military Merit(with gold star)
(No. 100)
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Order of Taegeuk Military Merit(with gold star)
(No. 100)

o
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100th Taegeuk Order of Military Merit with Gold Star

Date: April 5, 1953 (Dangi year 4286)
Type of Medal: 100th Taegeuk Order of Military Merit with Gold Star
Recipient: Lieutenant General Paik Sun—yup, Army Chief of Staff, Army Headquarters

Since assuming the position of Chief of Staff of the Army on July 23, 1952 (Dangi Year 4285),
Lieutenant General Paik Sun—yup demonstrated exceptional capabilities in carrying out critical
duties. He reinforced the artillery and division commanders and established respective technical
units. His unwavering patriotism and outstanding military prowess truly embody the spirit of the
Korean military.

Since the establishment of the Korean miilitary, Lieutenant General Paik had dedicated his efforts
to developing the military's strength and capabilities. During his tenure as commander of the
1st Division and combat commander of the 1st Corps, he successfully established the 2nd
Corps in October of Dangi Year 4283 and demonstrated his extensive military knowledge and
courageous spirit in numerous anti—aircraft battles, earning him the reputation of an invincible
general for his heroic valor at home and abroad.

In particular, during the recapture of Pyongyang, he was the first to enter the city in a joint
operation with UN forces, bringing honor to the Korean military worldwide. Additionally, during
the campaign to suppress communist guerrillas in the Yeongnam and Honam regions, he
established strict military discipline under harsh conditions of rugged terrain and unfavorable
climate and led a relentless encirclement campaign by employing both unilateral psychological
tactics and pacification operations. He inflicted a fatal blow on the enemy's main stronghold of
Jirisan mountain, thereby enhancing the security of the rear and greatly boosting morale at the
frontlines.

Verified by the National Archives of Korea,
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Order of Taegeuk Military Merit(No. 549)
(Army Headquarters Infantry Division 1)
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Order of Taegeuk Military Merit(No. 549)
(Army Headquarters Infantry Division 1)
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Order of Taegeuk Military Merit(No. 550)
(Army Headquarters Army General Staff)
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Order of Taegeuk Military Merit(No. 550)
(Army Headquarters Army General Staff)
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Order of Eulji Military Merit
(No. 975)
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Order of Eulji Military Merit
(No. 975)
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Order of Eulji Military Merit
(No. 2070)

[£~092: 1950. 12. 30.]
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Order of Eulji Military Merit
(No. 2070)
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Order of Eulji Military Merit
(No. 3425)
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Order of Eulji Military Merit
(No. 3425)
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Order of Eulji Military Merit
(No. 3426)
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Order of Eulji Military Merit
(No. 3426)
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Order of Chungmu Military Merit
(No. 582)
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Order of Chungmu Military Merit
(No. 582)
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Order of Chungmu Military Merit
(No. 2834)
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Order of Chungmu Military Merit
(No. 2834)
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Order of Hwarang Military Merit
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Medal of Honor for Defense
(1950s)




Order of Merit for Advocating
the Charter of the United Nations




United Nations Korea Medal

The United Nations Service Medal for Korea(UNKM) is an international
military decoration established by the United Nations on December
12, 1950. This decoration was the first international award ever created
by the United Nations. It recognized the multinational defense forces
which participated in the Korean War. This Medal is awarded to any
military service member, of an Armed Force allied with South Korea, who
participated in the defense of South Korea from North Korea an invasion

between June 27,1950 and July 27, 1954.

UN cisttls =3

UN CHEHI= ER(UNKM)2 1950 128 12 RAIO| MIZet = AL 2FolCt
Ao Mgt z[=2| Y22 Sh=T ol &St ti=X Yei=iA =3
S22 1950 63 27URE 1954 78 27 Alojof| S8tz

101ot7| 2fsl &St Hetat SW=2| FlojAH| 4= |RACt.
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Medal of Honor for Military Merit
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Korean War Service Badge
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Silver Star Medal
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY AWARD

OF SILVER STAR

Brigadier Ceneral Pak Sun Yup, 100564, Republic of Kerea
Army, es Commanding General, lst Republic of Korea Infantry
Divisien displayed gallantry in action against an armed enemy
in the Kumwi-Tabudong, Korea area during the period 19 Sept-
ember 1950 to 22 September 1950. TWhen one of the regiments
of his division which had been given the mission of completing
the encirclement of the "Walled City" encountered heavy enemy
resistance, General Pak joined the forward elements of that
regiment and, with ceomplete disregard of his own perscnal
safety, and in the face of intense enemy mortar and small arms
fire, perscnally led them in an attack which overcame the
enemy resistance and successfully effected a junction with
elements of the lst U,S, Cavalry Divisgien. As a result of
General Pak's fearless and exemplary actions great numbers of
the enemy were destreoyed er captured, General Pak's actions
reflect great credit upon himself, the military service of the

Republic of Korea, and the United Natiens.
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Bronze Star Medal
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The President of the United States of America, authorized
by Executive Order, February 4, 1944, has awarded the Bronze
Star Medal to

GENERAL PAIK SUN YUP, REPUBLIC OF KOREA ARMY

for meritorious service in ground operations against the enemy:

General Paik, Republic of Korea Army, distinguished
himself by meritorious service while serving as Chief of Staff,
Republic of Korea Army, in Korea, from 18 September to
25 November 1952. Displaying superbleadership and decisive
judgment, General Paik reconnoitered the Waegwan incident
and, seizing and retaining psychological initiative, he instituted
remedial measures and organized an interim relief program
to alleviate the physical suffering and feeling of insecurity of
his former gallant soldiers. With compassionate understanding
of the hardships and losses endured by disabled combat person-
nel, he advocated and caused to be established a veterans’
bureau to insure the judicious administration of all aid goods
and services, including veterans’ homes to care for the
destitute. General Paik's exemplary actions and notable
achievements resulted in the rehabilitation of approximately
nine thousand displaced veterans and enhanced public accept-
ance and appreciation of the United Nations’ mission inKorea,
reflecting credit upon himself and the military service.
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Air Medal
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The President of the United States of America, authorized
by Executive Order, 11 May 1942, has awarded the Air Medal to

LIEUTENANT GENERAL PAIK SUN YUP
REPUELIC OF KOREA ARMY

Lieutenant General Paik Sun Yup, Republic of Korea Army,
distinguished himself by meritorious achievement while partici-
pating in aerial flight in Korea during the period from 20 Decem-
ber 1951 to 9January 19562. Byperforming twenty reconnaissance
missions in supportof Task Force ‘‘Paik’’ he obtained valuable
information of the enemy which contributed materially to the
success of the operations of that task force,
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The President of the United States of America, authorized by
Act of Congress July 20, 1942, has awarded the Legion of Merit
(Degree of Chief Commander) to

GENERAL PAIK SUN YUP, REPUBLIC OF KOREA ARMY

for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of out-
standing services:

General Paik Sun Yup, Republic of Korea Army, distinguished
himself by exceptionally meritorious service in a position of great
responsibility while serving as Chief of Staff, Republic of Korea
Army, in Korea, from 23 July 1862 to 14 March 19564, He con-
tributed notably to the welding of a powerful United Nations Army
which stopped the ruthless communist aggression against the
Republic of Korea, His unstinting devotion to duty, comprehension
of major problems, and astute judgment were decisive factors in
the expansion of the Republic of Korea Army from ten to twenty
divisions and in the improvement of its administration, logistics,
training, and combat-effectiveness, Through a continuing display
of courageous and intelligent leadership, he instilied a high esprit
de corps, tenacity of purpose, and confidence in the Republic of
Korea Army, Hiseffortswerereflectedin the magnificent manner
in which that Army withstood determined communist attacks and
inflicted severe punishment upon the enemy, Understanding the
drain of the Korean war on the United States economy, he con-
sistently instituted supply economy measures which resulted in
important savings to the UnitedStates. The meritorious and highly
distinguished service of General Paik will be longremembered by
the United Nations. His achievements are inkeeping with the
highest traditions of the military profession and reflect great
credit upon himself and the Republic of Korea.
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The President of the United States of America, authorized by
Act of Congress July 20, 1942 has awarded the Legion of Merit,
Degree of Commander, to

LIEUTENANT GENERAL PAIK SUN YUP
REPUBLIC OF KOREA ARMY

for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of out-
standing services:

Lieutenant General Paik Sun Yup, Republic of Korea Army,
distinguished himself by exceptionally meritorious service in Korea
from 17 November 1951 to 22 July 1952, He organized Task Force
Paik with a strength of approximately forty thousand from personnel
of the Republic of Korea police, security, youth and regular units
with the mission of destroying enemy guerrilla forces in the
Chiri-San area. In meshing these elements into an integrated fighting
force, he diligently overcame numerous cbstacles involving logistics
and employment of troops, He accurately evaluated enemy informa-
tion and formulated a tactical plan which proved successful in
trapping and destroying approximately eighteen thousand of the
elusive enemy, By extensive personal reconnaissance he maintained
contact with enemy evasive tactics and directed effective counter-
measures, Upon completion of the anti-guerrilla campaign, he
reorganized his command reactivating the II Republic of Korea
Corps. The cohesion, tenacity, and confidence of this command was
demonstrated by the manner in which it withstood determined attacks
and inflicted severe punishment on the enemy. General Paik dis-
played the highest devotion to duty, outstanding professional ability,
keen perception, and marked leadership, The meritorious service
rendered byGeneral Paik reflects great creditupon himself and the

Republic of Korea Army,
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The President of the United States of America, auth.orized
by Act of Congress July 20, 1942, has awarded the Legion of
Merit, Degree of Officer, to

BRIGADIER GENERAL PAEK SUN YUP, KOREAN ARMY

for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of
outstanding services:

General Paek, Commander of the 1st Korean Army Division,
distinguished himself by exceptionally meritorious conduct in the
performance of outstanding servicesfrom June to September 1950.

- When the Communist Forces of North Korea launched a surprise

; attack apainst the South Korean Forces he displayed keen percep-
tion of military tactics and brilliant leadership in keeping his
division in position and delaying the hostile advance. In spite of
the enemy’s superior force and armament and the withdrawal of
friendly forces that exposed his flanks, he skillfully maneuvered
his troops and held delaying positions in the Moon Sansector along
the Han River, Fighting againstgreat odds his unit, by successive
withdrawal actions, was able to withstand the main effort of the
Communist Forces in that sector and check their advance. The
outstanding achievements of the 1st Division under his superior
leadership assisted immeasurably in stopping the North Korean
Army’s advance, gaining valuable time and preventing the enemy
from overrunning all South Korea. General Paek’s leadership,
valor and achievements reflect great credit upon himself and the
South Korean Army.
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. QUARTERS
EIGHTH UNITED S 3 ARMY KOREA (EUSAK)
Office of t ommanding General
APO 301
IN REPLY REFER TO:
CITATION FOR THE LEGION OF MERIT
IN THE DEGREE OF LEGIONNAIRE

While serving as Commanier of the lst Korean Army Division,
Brigadier General PAEK SUN YUP, 10054, Korean Army, distinguished
himself by exceptionally meritorious conduct and valor in the
performence of outstanding service from 25 June 1950 to 31 August
1950, When the Communist Forces of North Korea launched a sur-
prise attack against the South Korean Forces on 25 June 1950,
General Paeck displayed keen perception of military tactics and
brilliant leadership in keeping his division in position amd
delaying the advance of the enemy., General Paek continuously
exposed himself to enemy fire at the front in order to keep
himself informed and make plans. In spite of the superior force
and armament of the enemy and the withdrawal of friemdly forces
exposing his flanks, General Paek skillfully maneuvered his
troops and remained in position in the Moon San sectors. After
fighting these superior enemy forces for three days, General Paek
was left on his own on the North side of the Han river with no
communications with South Korean Army Headgquarters and with sup-
plies and ammunition exhausted. Through his exceptional leader-
ship, General Paek was successful in effecting the evacuation of

five thousand troops, while under heavy enemy fire, to the South
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bank of the Han river. Upon reaching Sihung, south of the Han,
General Paek quickly reorganized his division and moved into a
defensive position, forming the mainstay of the defense on the
south bank of the river., Throughout the remainder of the period,
General Paek's lst Division was employed in the sector of the
enemy's main effort and through his superior leadership, was
able to withstand attack after attack and delay a most formidable
enemy. Totally disregarding his personal safety in making recon-
naissance to the front under enemy fire, General Paek constantly
inspired and encouraged his troops and subordinate leaders to
hold their positions. The outstanding achievements of the 1st
Division under General Paek's superior leadership assisted im-
measurably in delaying the advance of the North Korean Army,
gaining sorely needed time for the build-up of reinforcements,
and preventing the enemy from overrunning all South Korea,
General Paek's leadership, valor, and achievements during this
critical period reflect great credit upon himself, and are in
keeping with the highest traditions of the military service.,

BY COMMAND OF LIKUTENANT GENERAL WALKER:

LEVEN C. ALLEN
Maj Gen, GSC
CFFICIAL: Chief of gstaff
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T. J. MARNANE
Lt Col, GSC
Acting Adjutant General
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EXTRAIT

du DECRET en date du 15 janvier 1954

publié au J. O, du

portant pranotions et nominations dans la LEGION

D' HONNEUR .

ARTICLE I _ sopt promus et nommés dans 1'0Ordre National de la
Légion d'Honne ur -

-~ COEREGE ~ REGULARISATIONS -

- Pour prendre reng du 5 octobre 1953 -
- AU GRADE L'OFFICIER -

PATEKSUN I’L-P - c".é.r::é;-al - Arﬁ:ée Coréenne =-

" Chef d'Etat-!'ajor Général de l'Armée Coréenne a ¢t4¢

un des principaux créateurs et animateurs de cette armee, levée en u
court laps de temps, pous sauver le pays menacé. Par la Justesse de
-€5 vues, s. parfaite courtoisie et sz comprdéhension hurizine, a coop
TE avec tact et elficacité avec les troupes des Naticons Unies., Wotam
ment g porté un intérét particulier eu Bataillon Frangais de 1'0.1.U.
auguel il n'a ménagé ni sa sypstvhie egissante, ni son aide er lui
confiant des élédmenis Coréens qui se sont battus glorieusenent dans
ges rangs, lférite l'estime de lg France."

LI = . o»

&

Lo SRR AR AR S S T LA YR N S S =,

CES P OLOTIONS E. NOMINAT IONS COMPORTENT L' ATTRIBUTION DE LA
CROTX DE GUERRE DES THEATRES D'OPERATIONS EXTERIEURS AVEC PALME.

Par le Président de la République slgné : Vincent AURIOL
Le Preésident du Conseil des !linistres
signé : Joseph LAWIEL

Le liinistre de la Défense Na-
Le liinistre des Affaires Etrangdres tionale et des Forces Armées

8igné : Georges BIDAULT, signé : R. PIEVEN,

e ) POUR AMPEIATION
administratenr de re t¢lasse.
HOU Z0U 2L Le Secrétaire d'Etat 3 la Guerre
chef du Buregu des yécorations signé : P, de CHEVIGNE.
P.0. le capitzine DEVILLER.
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The French Republic
Legion d’honneur

The National Order of the Legion of Honor, formerly the Royal Order of
the Legion of Honour, is the highest French order of merit, both military
and civil. Established on May 12, 1802 by Napoleon Bonaparte, it has been
retained by all later French governments and regimes. It is awarded for

excellent civil or military conduct upon official investigation. General Paik

received this medal on January 15th, 1954.
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Croix de Guerre des Theatres d’Operations Exterieures(TOE)
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The French Republic
Order Croix de Guerre des Théatres d’Operation
Exterieures

The French Croix de guerre des théatres d operations extérieures(war
Cross for foreign operational theatres), also called the Croix de Guerre TOE
for short, is a French military award denoting citations earned in combat in
foreign countries.

It is awarded for commendations for courage during foreign operations.
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[ME"J-*] [I1I2935_._]

Commandeur de L’ordre de Léopold
(No. 2935)
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g, Vi :
e / éﬂ?&(’df}"ﬂ/& it e” Al eoe?" au Lieutenant Général

PAITK - SUN=-YTUEP,

que, par arrété royal du 16 juin 1954, n® 2935,

il a ét€ nommé

COMMANDEUR DE L'ORDRE DE LEOPOLD (décoration militaire)

pour @

"Services exceptionnels de guerre rendus su Corps de volontaires
belges, en Corfe.

Il s'estime heureux de pouvoir lui adresser ses félicitations, an
sujet de ceife nomination.
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Cross for Justice and Freedom Medal
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Kingdom of the Netherlands
Korea 1950
Order Cross for Justice and Freedom Medal

The Dutch Army sent approximately 4,000 men to Korea, where they
served as part of the US 2nd Infantry Division. During their time in Korea,

the division suffered 123 service members killed in action.
The Cross for Justice and Freedom was established by Royal Decree in

1951. It was originally awarded to military personnel of the NDVN

(Netherlands Detachement Verenigde Naties) in recognition of the service

during the Korean War.
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Grand Cross of the Order of the Phoenix
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Republic of Cuba
Distinguished Service Medal

Fidel Castro became the Prime Minister of Cuba after Cuban Revolution
in 1959, toppling the ruling government of Fulgencio Batista. Thisis a
Pre-Revolution officer’s medal, symbolizing one’s dedication to honor,
valor and duty. Moreover, the centrally located fasces, olive branches
and star represent authority, peace and unity. This medal is given in
recognition of military merit. General Paik received this medal prior to
the 1959.
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Order of the Cloud and Banner
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The Republic of China
Order of the Cloud and Banner

The Order of the Cloud and Banner also known as the Order of the
Resplendent Banner is a military award of the Republic of China(Taiwan).
It was instituted on June 15th, 1935 and is awarded in 9 grades for
contributions to national security. The insignia of the order features a
fluttering yellow flag, surrounded by white clouds on a blue field. This image

is surrounded by golden rays.
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Order of Brilliant Star
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The Republic of China
Order of Brilliant Star
2nd class(Grand Cordon)

Order of Brilliant Star is a civilian order of the Republic of China(Taiwan)
recognizing outstanding contributions to the development of the nation.
The order was instituted in 1941 and can be awarded to both domestic and
foreign nationals.

The center of the medal is a five-pointed star in token of virtue. The
name Brilliant Star’ came from the ancient book of Records of the Grand
Historian which says, “The Brilliant Stars, which differs in appearance from
time to time, shine upon the nations of the righteous.”

There are 9 ranks within the order.
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Order of the White Elephant
(Knight Commander of the Most Exalted Order)




Kingdom of Thailand
Order of the White Elephant of Thailand

The Most Exalted Order of the White Elephant is an order of Kingdom of

Thailand. It was established in 1861 by King Rama IV of the then Kingdom

of Siam.
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OFFICE OF TEE UNDER-SECRETARY
WINISTRY OF DEFENCE, BANGKOE, THAILARD
CITATION
THE MOST EXALTED ORDER OF THE WHITE ELEPHANT

(SECOND CLASS)

GEMERAL SUN YUP PAIK, Chief of Staff of the Hepublie
of Korea Army, distinguished himself by exceptional meriterious
service of intermational significance in a position of greatd
responsibility as Commanding General, lst ROK Infantry Division,
when hig country was invaded for the first time in 1950, under
his brillient lesdership, he made it possible by causing mueh
delay to the advance of the enemies, thus gained time necegsary
for the buildup of Telnforcements and prevented the enemies
from overrunning all of South Korea.

As Commanding General of the First ROK Army, he devoted
himself to the increased efficiency and combat readiness of
South Korea's largest combat organization, thus insured the
combat stremgth of the Free Nations, sausing the enemiss to
sue for armistice.

As Chief of Staff at & later date, he travelled to
various countries of the Free World, visiting all military
ipastalletions and schools, thus not only obtaining more
experiences and knowledge in this military field, but also
gaining closed relationship and better understanding among
the lesders of the Free World.

Gleneral Paik's professionsl competence, as manifested
in hie intelligent and effective command during the fight
against Communist tyranny, engendered the confidence and esteem
of all the United Nations' troops fighting against Communlst
invagion in Korea. These high exemplary achievements of General
Paik sdvenced the prestige and objectlives of the United Command
and reflected utmost credit upon himself and the Republic of
Korea.

OFFICIAL
ﬁamtigf %ﬁ;ﬂlﬂwianﬂuﬂ-
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GENERAL,

UNDER-SECKETARY,
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( Translation )

( Manu Regia) BHUMIBOL ADULYADE] R.

BHUMIBOL ADULYADE], King of Thailand, Sovereign

and Chief of the Most Exalted Order of the
WHITE ELEPHANT

To all and singular to whom these presents shall come.

WHEREAS We have deemed it fit and proper to confer on

General SUN YUP PIAK

the _2nd. _ class of Qur Most Exalted Order of the White
Elephant, We, therefore, nomimate and appoint  him

a_ Enight Commander. . of the said Most Exalted Order.

Given on the 16th,  day of__October RE. 2501

being the 13th. year of Our Reign.

( Countersigned ) General T, KITTIKACHORN

President of the Council of Ministers,
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Legion of Honor(Commander)
(No. 556)
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NENERAL HEADQUARTERS
ARMED FORCES OF THE THILIPPINES
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF pea/eg/73-E7
famp Murnhy, Quezon City

GFS

OENERAL ORDERS 17 Jwc 1959
NUMBER 556
AWARD OF THE PHILIP®INE LEGION OF HONOR
{COMMANTER)

By direction of the President, pursuant to paragraph 2 e,
Section I, AFPR G 131-051, this Hesdguarters, dated 21 January
1954, the FHILIPPINE LEAION OF HONOR in the degree of COMMANTER
iz hereby awarded to: : >

GENERAL SN YUP PAIK
chief' of staff, Korean Army

for eminently meritorious conduct in the performance of out -
standing services to the Reoubllic of the "hilinpinss particularly
to the Armed Forces for the period from £5 June 1850 to 27 Merch
1063. As Chlef of steff of the Horeen army, feneral Palk hed
shown great concern for the welfare of the Philiopine Expedl- .
tionary Forces to Korea. He collsborated whole-heartedly in
giving full recognition and support to the services of the
.Phillopine units in the concerted fight against communist agares-
sion in that srea, His unselfish interest snd desp concern for
the welfere of the Philippine contingents contributed immensely
to the auccessful sccomplishment of 1ts misslon in the fight for
the survivel of demoecrscy. fenerzl Palk's manifestation of
profound frieridship, sympathetiec sttitude, unfailing courtasy

and cooperstion had evoked high pralses and admiration of the
Filipino troops that fought in Koresn soil. By these invalusble
achievements, Genersl Pailk had contributed in no small messure

to the mutual respect and goodwill between the Republic of

Kores and the Republic of the Philippilnes.

BY QHDER OF THE SECRETARY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE:

OFFICIAL: MANUEL F CABAL

Lieutenant feneral, AFP
Fdd
f{;&c{:ﬁéfﬂz;hfy///

Chief of sSteff
IMACO V ORIAS 5
gol, LGS
‘ctinw The Adjutent fGeneral
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Order of the Star of Ethiopia
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National Order of Upper Volta
(Commander)
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Merit du Niger
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The Republic of Korea

Order of Diplomatic Service Merit
(1st. rank)(No. 245)
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The Republic of Korea

Order of Diplomatic Service Merit
(1st. rank)(No. 245)
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The Republic of Korea
Order of Diplomatic Service Merit
(2nd. rank)(No. 14)
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The Republic of Korea
Order of Diplomatic Service Merit

(2nd. rank)(No. 14)
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The Republic of Korea
Order of Diplomatic Service Merit
(2nd. rank)(No. 108)
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The Republic of Korea
Order of Diplomatic Service Merit

(2nd. rank)(No. 108)
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The Republic of Korea
Order of Industrial Merit
(Gold Pagoda)(No. 164)

[£~0{&: 1980. 1. 29.]
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The Republic of Korea
Order of Industrial Merit
(Gold Pagoda)(No. 164)
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The Republic of Korea
Order of Industrial Merit
(Stone Pagoda)(No. 1041)
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The Republic of Korea
Order of Industrial Merit
(Stone Pagoda) (No. 1041)




The United States of America
Department of Defense Medal
(for Distinguished Public Service)
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The United States
Department of Defense Medal for
Distinguished Public Service

Department of Defense Medal for Distinguished Public Service is the
highest award that is presented by the Secretary of Defense, to a private
citizen, politician, non-career federal employee, or foreign national.

Awarded for exceptionally distinguished service of significance to the
Department of Defense component or function or DoD as a whole. The
service or assistance may have been rendered at considerable personal
sacrifice and inconvenience and should be motivated by patriotism, good
citizenship, and a sense of public responsibility. Normally, it is required that
nominees have a direct working relationship with the most senior officials in
the Federal government, e.g., Secretary of Defense, Deputy Secretary of

Defense, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, Secretary of State.
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The United States of America

Army Medal
(Outstanding Civilian Service Award Medal)
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The United States
Army Outstanding Civilian Service Award Medal

The United States Army Outstanding Civilian Service Award Medal is
awarded to private citizens including civilians not employed by the Army
or Army contractors. It is the third highest award that the Department of
the Army can bestow upon a civilian. The criteria for the award outline that
the Secretary of the Army or another major commander may bestow this

award for outstanding service that makes a substantial contribution or is

significant to the command concerned.
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(1969)

The French Republic
Ordre National du Merit
(received in 1965)

178 A A g 27 87l



The French Republic
National Order of Merit

This Presidential award, created by President Charles de Gaulle in 1963,
recognizes distinguished service to France, in military as well as in the
public and private sectors.

The National Order of Merit is the second national Order after the Legion

of Honor.
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(2005 72 13)

Canada
Order of Merit
(received on July 13th, 2005)




Canada
Order of Merit

General Paik was the first to receive the medal from the Governor-General
of Canada on July 13th, 2005, for his contributions to actively supporting
Canada and Canadian veterans while serving as the chairman of the Korean
War 50th Anniversary Commemoration Committee to Commemorate

Canada's support to Korea during the Korean War.
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Japan

Order of the Sacred Treasure of Japan
Hun 2nd class servo
Hun 3rd class servo




Japan
Order of the Sacred Treasure of Japan
Hun 2nd Class Servo Hun 3rd Class Servo

This decoration is awarded to those who have contributed to the state.

This medal was awarded to General Paik Sun Yup for his contribution
concerning the resolving of the hijacking of Japan Airline Flight 351 while
he was serving as the Korean Minister of transportation. In which he
successfully used the hijackers, elements of the Japanese Red Army, into
thinking they had safely landed in Pyongyang instead of Seoul. His actions
led to their eventual capture without the loss of life. As a result, Japan

assisted in the construction of the Seoul subway system.
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